Ohio Department of Children and Youth SCIOTO COUNTY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
TO ADDRESS CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

I STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

This memorandum of understanding (hereinafter MOU) to address child abuse and
neglect is required by sections 2151.4220, 2151.4221, 2151.4222, 2151.4223,
2151.4225, 2151.4226, 2151.4228, 2151.4229, 2151.4230, 2151.4231,
2151.4232, 2151.4233, and 2151.4234 of the Ohio Revised Code and rule 5180:3-
1-26 of the Ohio Administrative Code. It is an agreement among Scioto County
Department of Job and Family Services (hereinafter PCSA) and community
partners that delineates roles and responsibilities for referring, reporting,
investigating, and prosecuting child abuse and neglect cases within Scioto
County (hereinafter county). The MOU also identifies procedures for collaborative
service provisions needed to ensure child safety, permanence, and well-being, and
the minimum requirements of screening, assessment/investigation, and service
planning, to meet mandates included in children services legislation passed by the
134" Ohio General Assembly. Two primary goals of this MOU are:
o The elimination of all unnecessary interviews of children who are the subject
of reports of child abuse or neglect.
¢ WWhen feasible, conducting only one interview of a child who is the subject of
a report of child abuse or neglect.

Throughout the state each PCSA provides the following services to their
communities:

Screening: The capacity to accept and screen referrals of suspected child abuse,
neglect, and/or dependency includes but is not limited to the following: Receiving
referrals 24 hours/day, 7 days/week; Recording and retaining referral information;
Following Ohio’s screening guidelines based on Ohio Administrative and Revised
Code and categorizing the child maltreatment type; Adherence to a protocol for
making screening and differential response pathway decisions regarding referrals
of suspected child abuse, negiect, and/or dependency within 24 hours from the
time of the referral; Documenting case decisions; And assigning a response
priority of emergency or non-emergency to any screened in report.

Assessment and Investigation: The capacity to investigate and assess
accepted reports of suspected child abuse, neglect, and/or dependency, includes
responding to emergency reports within one (1) hour and non-emergency reports
within twenty-four (24) hours; Conducting an initial Safety Assessment using a
standardized CAPM (Comprehensive Assessment Planning Model) tool within the
timeline prescribed in the Ohio Administrative Code; Completing a more in-depth
CAPM Family Assessment including a clinical and actuarial risk assessment
within sixty (60) days; Working collaboratively with other investigative agencies
when appropriate; Making traditional response case dispositions within required
timeframes; Evaluating the need for protective, prevention, or supportive services
and/or court involvement; and documenting all activities and case determinations.
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Service Provision: The capacity to provide services that ameliorate, eliminate, or
reduce future child maltreatment and the conditions which led to abuse, neglect,
or dependency includes providing service planning and case management
coordination; {dentifying and stating the concern and behavior change(s) needed
for reunification to occur through the use of the CAPM Family Case Plan;
Monitoring the family's case progress, measuring service outcomes, re-assessing
safety and risk, and evaluating permanency options by using the CAPM Case
Review and Semi-Annual Review tools; And adhering to existing visitation,
documentation, and case closure protocols.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF EACH PARTICIPATING AGENCY

CDJFS/PCSA (If a combined agency or stand-alone PCSA)

The PCSA is the lead agency for the investigation of child abuse, neglect, or
dependency in the county. The PCSA will coordinate and facilitate meetings,
establish standards and protocol for joint assessment/investigation with law
enforcement, cross-referrals, confidentiality, and training of signatories as
required by statute. Child Protective Services staff and management will also
participate in meetings and trainings as deemed appropriate at the discretion of
the Director.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

The county peace officer, each Chief of the local political subdivisions, and any
other law enforcement officers handling child abuse and neglect cases in the
county will have responsibility for: taking referrals/reports alleging child abuse
and neglect from any source within their respective jurisdiction; Referring reports
to the PCSA as soon as possible or within 24 hours for investigation of the
circumstances; Determining whether allegations of abuse or neglect rise to the
level of criminal conduct; Cooperating with the PCSA in a joint and thorough
investigation when the information contained in the report lends itself to allege a
present danger; Assisting the PCSA in hazardous situations where the provision
of protective services or the investigation of child abuse or neglect is impeded;
Coordinating with the PCSA on interviews with principals of the case when there
are serious criminal implications; Notifying the PCSA of any legal action
involving an alleged perpetrator of child abuse or neglect; Responding to the
PCSA's requests for information regarding the status of the legal action;
Providing police record checks for the PCSA as necessary or requested as
permitted by law; Consulting with the PCSA prior to removal of a child from their
home when possible; Handling and coordinating investigations involving a child
fatality or near fatality which may have resulted from abuse or neglect.

JUVENILE COURT

The most senior Juvenile Judge in point of service of the county or their
representative, selected by the Judge, if more than one, will be responsible for
attending meetings concerning the MOU, entering into agreements with the
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other signatories of the MOU regarding the court’s responsibility to timely hear
and resolve child abuse, neglect, and dependency matters, signing the MOU,
and updating the MOU or approving any amendment.

The juvenile court has a duty to exercise jurisdiction over adults and children to
hear and decide matters as permitted by the Ohio Revised Code Chapters 2151
and 2152. The court is responsible for issuing orders regarding the care,
protection, health, safety, mental and physical best interest of children. The
Juvenile Judge will ensure that due process of law is achieved; Hear evidence
and issue findings of fact and conclusions of law as to any abused, neglected,
or dependent child; Order timely and safe permanency dispositions for children;
Preserve the family environment whenever possible while keeping the
child(ren)'s health and safety paramount.

D. COUNTY PROSECUTOR

The County Prosecutor will report suspected cases of child abuse and neglect
to the PCSA or appropriate law enforcement agency. The County Prosecutor
will represent the PCSA in legal actions to protect a child from further harm
resulting from child abuse or neglect unless the Prosecutor has granted consent
for the appointment of an In-house PCSA Attorney pursuant to Ohio Revised
Code chapters 309 and 305.

The prosecuting attorney may inquire into the commission of crimes within the
county. The prosecuting attorney will prosecute, on behalf of the state, all
complaints, suits, and controversies in which the state is a party, except for those
needing to be prosecuted by a special prosecutor or by the attorney general.
The County Prosecutor is to determine, based upon the facts, whether criminal
culpability exists and if enough evidence exists for a matter to be prosecuted.
The prosecutor will be available to law enforcement and the PCSA staff for
questions or assistance in the investigation of child abuse and neglect cases
and eliminate the need for testimony at the municipal court level by allowing for
direct presentation to the Grand Jury, when feasible, to minimize trauma to child
victims. The prosecuting attorney agrees to aid the PCSA in protecting the
confidential nature of children services records and investigations; As well as
the special protection afforded to the identity of the reporting source.

E. COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF JOB & FAMILY SERVICES [If not part of a
combined agency]
[X] Not Applicable (if selected, this section is not relevant.)

If the county’s Department of Job and Family Services is a separate agency
from the PCSA, employees within the county agency are expected to report
suspected cases of child abuse and neglect to the PCSA or appropriate law
enforcement agency upon receipt; Collaborate with the PCSA to assist families
in caring for their children; Assure that children at risk of abuse and neglect
receive protective services; Assure service coordination for families already
involved with the PCSA; Promote ongoing communication between the

DCY 01425 (Rev. 4/2025) ' Page 3 of 31



county’s Department of Job and Family Services and the PCSA regarding
mutual clients, including minors under the protective supervision or in the
custody of the Agency and/or minor parents; Assist the PCSA upon request in
obtaining case or assistance group information regarding a family when the
PCSA is assessing Title IV-E _eligibilty or completing an
assessment/investigation of a child at risk or alleged to be abused; Assist the
PCSA in obtaining addresses and attempts to locate parents whose
whereabouts are unknown, pursuant to OAC 5180:2-33-28; And where
applicable and permitted assist the PCSA in locating suitable relatives or kin
that may be available as familial support for the child(ren) or as a placement
option.

E. LOCAL ANIMAL CRUELTY REPORTING AGENCY

The local animal cruelty reporting agencies are to investigate reports of animal
abuse and neglect within the county and, pursuant to ORC 2151.421, report
suspected cases of child abuse and neglect that may be observed during the
commission of their duties to the PCSA or local law enforcement.

G. CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CENTER (Needs to be included if agreement
with CDJFS/PCSA exists. Option to skip this section if your agency does
not have a formal agreement with a children’s advocacy center.)

[] Not Applicable (if selected, this section is not relevant.)

The Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) will establish internal protocols
regarding the investigation of CAC cases, participate in training as needed,
work jointly and cooperatively in their established role with the other team
members in the investigation of CAC cases, and attend and exchange
information when meeting with the PCSA, law enforcement, and other
signatories of this agreement.

H. CLERK OF COUNTY COMNON PLEAS COURT (Optional per statute, but
benefits to inclusion should be considered per county. If the Clerk signs
this MOU, the Clerk will execute all relevant responsibilities as required of
officials specified in this MOU.)

[X] Not Applicable (if selected, this section is not relevant.)

The Clerk of County Common Pleas Court will collaborate with the PCSA,
County Prosecutor, and local law enforcement to establish standards and
processes for the filing and acceptance of abuse, neglect, and dependency
pleadings; Notice to the necessary parties; Service of process; How to send and
receive communications from the Clerk; Defining acceptable methods of
communication; Best practices for handling emergency/ex parte motions and
orders which require the removal of children and need to be acted upon in an
expeditious manner; Date and timestamp process and any cut-offs; Determine
how and when to expect decisions or entries to be communicated; Provide
periodic training for those involved in the investigation of child abuse and neglect
and the signatories of this MOU; Be available to the PCSA management staff or
the Prosecutor should questions arise.
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SCOPE OF WORK
The key objective of this MOU is to clearly define the roles and responsibilities of
each agency in the provision of child protective services.

A.

Mandated reporters and penalty for failure to report

Persons identified as mandated reporters per Ohio Revised Code section
2151.421, while acting in official or professional capacity, will immediately
report knowledge or reascnable cause to suspect the abuse or neglect of a
child in accordance with that section. Reports will be made to the PCSA or
a law enforcement officer.

The penalty for the failure of a mandated reporter to report any suspected
case of child abuse and/or neglect pursuant to ORC section 2151.421is a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree. The penalty is a misdemeanor of the
first degree if the child who is the subject of the required report that the
offender fails to make suffers or faces the threat of suffering the physical or
mental wound, injury, disability or condition that would be the basis of the
required report when the child is under the direct care or supervision of the
offender who is then acting in the offender’s official or professional capacity
or when the child is under the direct care or supervision of another person
over whom the offender, while acting in the offender’s official or professional
capacity, has supervisory control. Failure to report suspected child abuse
and/or neglect may also result in civil liability in the form of compensatory
or exemplary damages.

The Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services, within 24
hours of learning that a mandated reporter failed to report suspected
child abuse or neglect, shall send a referral via electronic mail with
read receipt, to the county prosecutor indicating the name, contact
information and nature of the CA/N of the person who failed to report
the suspected abuse or neglect.

System for receiving reports

Reports of child abuse or neglect will be made to the PCSA or any law
enforcement officer with jurisdiction in the county. If the PCSA contracts
with an outside source to receive after-hour calls, a copy of the signed
agreement will be attached to this MOU which indicates that all reports with
identifying and demographic information of the reporter and principals will
be forwarded to a designated children services worker within an hour of
receipt, confidentiality requirements will be met, and how the public is
informed of after-hours reporting opportunities.

The Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services is open
Monday through Friday from 8:00am until 4:30pm. Referrals are
accepted during this time by calling the agency phone number 740-
456-4164 or 740-354-6661. The agency will make these phone
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numbers available to the general public via the agency website,
agency social media sites, through public relations material and on
any advertising done by the agency as it relates to services provided
by the agency.

An agency screener takes the information and then notifies the intake
supervisor, or in his/her absence, another supervisor, who either
screens the referral in or out. If the referral is screened out, it is
documented in SACWIS as such and no further action is taken.

If the referral is screened in, the supervisor determines if the referral
is an emergency or non-emergency and assigns the referral to the next
available caseworker on a rotating basis. Then, based on the priority
assigned, the caseworker initiates the investigation.

Although the agency is open until 4:30pm, any referral received after
4:00pm during the work week will be forwarded to the on-call worker
and on-call supervisor for screening and assignment of priority.
Referrals received outside the agency’s normal operating hours, i.e.,
after 4:30pm, weekends, holidays, etc, an answering service is utilized
to take referrals. The after hours phone number to make a referral is
the same as during normal hours, 740-456-4164 or 740-354-6661.

The answering service who took the call, notifies the on-call
caseworker that a person wishes to make a child abuse and neglect
referral. The answering service is to forward the referral information
to the agency immediately upon receiving the call. The answering
service will ensure all identifying and demographic information
provided by the reporter remains confidential.

The caseworker calls the reporting source back, takes the information,
then consults with the supervisor. A supervisor is required to be on-
call also, on a rotating basis, to assist caseworkers who are contacted
outside the normal operating hours.

The caseworker consults with the on-call supervisor, who screens the
call in or out, assigns a non-emergency or emergency designation and
relays that information back to the on-call caseworker. Based on the
decision made by the supervisor, the caseworker responds
accordingly. [f the referral is screened out by the supervisor, it is
documented in SACWIS and no additional action is taken.

When a law enforcement officer receives a report of possible abuse or
neglect of a child or the possible threat of abuse or neglect of a child, the
law enforcement officer will refer the report to the appropriate PCSA unless
an arrest is made at the time of the report that results in the appropriate
PCSA being contacted concerning the alleged incident involving the child.
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When the PCSA screens in a report of child abuse, the PCSA will notify the
appropriate law enforcement agency of the report, unless law enforcement
is present and an arrest is made at the time of the report that resuits in the
appropriate law enforcement agency being notified of the child abuse.

When the PCSA screens in a report of child neglect, and the PCSA
implements a legally authorized out-of-home placement due to neglect
within the first seven days of the assessment/finvestigation, the PCSA will
notify the appropriate taw enforcement agency within the first seven days of
the assessment/investigation unless an arrest is made at the time of the
report that results in the appropriate law enforcement agency being notified
of the child neglect.

C. Responding to mandated reporters

When the PCSA receives a referral from a mandated reporter who provides
their name and contact information, the PCSA will forward an initial
mandated reporter notification to the referent within seven days. The
notification will be provided, in accordance with the mandated reporter’s
preference. Information shared with the mandated reporter will include the
information permitted by ORC 2151.421(K):

Whether the agency or center has initiated an investigation of the report;
Whether the agency or center is continuing to investigate the report;
Whether the agency or center is otherwise involved with the child who is
the subject of the report;

* The general status of the health and safety of the child who is the subject
of the report;

¢ Whether the report has resulted in the filing of a complaint in juvenile
court or of criminal charges in another court.

When the PCSA closes an investigation/assessment reported by a
mandated reporter, the PCSA will forward a mandated reporter referral
outcome notification to the referent. The notification will be provided in
accordance with the mandated reporter's preference. Information shared
with the mandated reporter will be that permitted by ORC 2151.421 to
include a notification that the agency has closed the investigation along with
a point of contact.

D. Roles and responsibilities for handling emergency cases of child
abuse, neglect, and dependency

1. PCSA’s Response Procedure
When the PCSA determines that a report is emergent, the PCSA will

attempt a face-to-face contact with the child subject of the report/
alleged child victim within one hour of the receipt of the report.
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If the PCSA identifies an active safety threat at any point during the
assessment/investigation, the caseworker or supervisor will implement
a safety response.
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In Scioto County, typically, law enforcement does not remove
children themselves even though they have the authority. When
a removal is necessary, law enforcement will remain on the scene
until a PCSA worker arrives to take custody. In the event a law
enforcement agency in Scioto County does remove a child
physically, and takes custody, law enforcement is to immediately
notify the PCSA that a child has been removed and arrangements
are then made by the PCSA to pick up the child. See Attachment
#1 - Procedure for Notifying Law Enforcement About
Sexual/Physical Abuse Referrals.

In planned events, such as serving an arrest warrant or a search
warrant and law enforcement knows children are present, law
enforcement officials normally notify the PCSA in advance so a
caseworker can be on stand-by. Then, if needed, the caseworker
can respond to the scene once it is secured and assume custody
of the child/ren.

In the event, a caseworker is out on an investigation, home visit
or monitoring a safety plan and it becomes obvious the
surroundings are unsafe for a child/ren, the caseworker will
immediately remove themselves from the situation and notify law
enforcement immediately that assistance is needed. The
caseworker will remain on scene, if it is safe to do so, until law
enforcement arrives on the scene. |If it is unsafe for the
caseworker to remain on the scene, the caseworker will exit the
home and go a safe distance until the scene is secured by law
enforcement. Once the scene is secured, law enforcement will
notify the caseworker. The caseworker will return to the scene
while law enforcement is still there, and finish addressing the
issues at hand to ensure the safety of the child/ren.

In the event Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services
knows they will be removing a child/ren from a home in advance,
they can coordinate with law enforcement to safely remove the
child/ren, when necessary.
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When Scioto County Job and Family Services believes they have
reason to remove a child/ren from the home they are to contact
their supervisor with facts of the case. The supervisor will make
contact with an agency attorney for consulation. If the attorney
deems there is an emergency the attorney will contact The Scioto
County Juvenile Judge or Magistrate to receive an emergency ex-
parte order. The Scioto County Department of Job and Family
Services has a standing order from the Scioto County Juvenile
Judge to remove a child/ren without first asking for permission
from the Judge (this is only used when supervisor cannot reach
an agency attorney or Juvenile Court Judge or Magistrate).
Removals are coordinated between the caseworker, supervisor,
and agency attorney to make sure there is suffcient cause to do
S0O.

In situations in which there is no child abuse or neglect occuring,
but law enforcement is involved, i.e., runaways, delinquent, etc.,
Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services, will assist
to the extent possible by phone, but will not come to the scene or
go the police station or sheriffs department. When Law
Enforcement comes into contact with out of county a child/ren,
Scioto County Job and Family Services will assist via phone. Law
Enforcement is responsible for holding the child/ren for six (6)
hours at their facility prior to Scioto County Job and Family
Services taking possession of the child/ren. At which time Scioto
County Job and Family Services will consult with an agency
attorney regarding juristiction of the the child/ren. During the six
(6) hour time frame Scioto County Job and Family Services will
coordinate with Law Enforcement and the child's home county via
phone to assist with arrangements for the child/ren. Scioto
County Job and Family Services will provide necessities to the
child/ren when appropriate (i.e. blankets, food, clothing).

Law Enforcement and the Garden Family Advocacy Center
(GFAC) and Child Advocacy Center of Scioto County (CACSC)
Response Procedure

The Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services uses
the Garden Family Advocacy Center (GFAC) in Chillicothe, Ohio,
as the Child Advocacy Center to conduct child abuse and neglect
forensic interviews, medical assessments and counseling to
child/ren who have been victims of suspected child abuse and
neglect.

When a case is known to the Scioto County Department of Job

and Family Services or to law enforcement, pre-determined
arrangements have been made to coordinate and share the
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findings of the GFAC interview or assessment. See section E
below.

In the event the GFAC independently has information on child
abuse and neglect involving a child who lives in Scioto County,
the GFAC will follow the mandated reporting requierment and the
Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services will follow
the normal procedures that are in place to receive and screen
reports of suspected child abuse or neglect.

While the GFAC protocol is established and currently being used,
the Children's Advocacy Center of Scioto County (CACSC) is
being developed with the intention of it serving the Scioto County
area. The CACSC is being listed in this MOU so that as it develops
and becomes operational, it will be a partner to this agreement as
well.

Children in Need of Medical Aftention Special Response
Procedures

Children in Scioto County who need emergent medical attention
will be taken to Southern Ohio Medical Center at 1805 27th Street,
Portsmouth Ohio, 740-356-5000, or the closest medical center
capable of meeting the child's medical needs. If a caseworker
determines that a child who just came into agency custody needs
medical attention, the caseworker will call for EMS. If safe to do
so, the caseworker may also transport the child to the SOMC
emergency room. At the emergency room, the caseworker will
sign any necessary consent forms. If the child does not need
emergent care, once in agency custody, the agency will follow the
DCY rules for scheduling the medical visit with a primary care
doctor for children in the agency's custody.

If the child is already in foster care and placed with a foster parent,
residential facility, or other child care setting, the foster parent,
residential facility, or child care setting staff will have all the
necessary forms to have the child/ren treated either at the
emergency room or with a primary care doctor. Anytime a child
in custody is taken to the emergency room or requires more than
routine medical care, the foster parent, residential facility, or other
child care setting will immediately notify the agency.

If the child is not in the custody of the agency, but the agency is
working with the family, with the parents’ permission, a
caseworker may assist the family in obtaining medical attention.
This can be in the form of providing transportation or providing
other services to the family to ensure the child/ren is receiving
medical attention.
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If a referral is received and after an investigation, it is determined
that a child/ren needs medical attention and the parent refuses
such treatment, the caseworker shail consult with the agency
supervisor, administrator, or attorney for direction, and if the
parents still refuse medical treatment that is recommended by a
doctor, the agency attorney will contact juvenile court to ask for
emergency custody. As a last resort, Scioto County Job and
Family Services will also consult with an agency attorney to
obtain emergency custody if deemed appropriate.

E. Standards and procedures to be used in handling and coordinating
investigations of reported cases of child abuse and/or neglect

Methods to be used in interviewing the child who is the subject of the
report and who allegedly was abused and/or neglected, alleged
perpetrators, and other family members and witnesses/collaterals will be
discussed and agreed upon in advance by the PCSA and the
corresponding law enforcement agency.

To the extent possible investigative interviews of children who are the
alleged victims of reports of abuse and/or neglect where criminal activity is
suspected, including reports of human trafficking, are cooperatively planned
by the PCSA and the law enforcement agency of the jurisdiction.

Every effort will be made by the signatories of this MOU to prevent or reduce
duplicate interviews of the victims or withesses. When feasible, to reduce
trauma complete only one interview with the alleged child victim/ child
subject of the report. The PCSA agrees to be the lead agency in scheduling
the time, place, and location of joint interviews as well as notifying all
participants.

Before starting the interview, the participants will determine who is to be
present in the room, who wili be asking the questions, what areas are to be
covered, and who will be the scribe for the interview. Audio and video
recordings may be used when necessary.

When law enforcement or the prosecutor’s office interviews a participant in
a criminal investigation and a representative of the PCSA is not present,
the interviews conducted by law enforcement or the prosecutor's office may
be used by the PCSA to meet the agency investigative requirements set
forth in rule. Law enforcement or the prosecutor’'s office will forward a
written summary of the interview to the PCSA upon request.

The PCSA agrees not to proceed without the advice and consent of the
prosecutor's office when a criminal investigation is being conducted
concurrently. The PCSA will not jeopardize a criminal investigation but will
work with law enforcement to protect the safety of the child victim or
witnesses. Law enforcement will be the lead agency in the collection of
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forensic evidence and will coordinate with the necessary facilities to obtain
and store such evidence properly.

The Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services uses the
Garden Family Advocacy Center (GFAC) in Chillocothe, Ohio, as the
Child Advocacy Center for forensic interviews and medical
assessments of children who may have been physically or sexually
abused or suffered from neglect. Additionally, the Children's
Advocacy Center of Scioto County (CACSC), as it develops, will
become a partner in this agreement as well.

The Scioto County Prosecutors, The Scioto County Sheriff's Office
and Portsmouth Police Department have a Special Victims Unit which
assists in the investigation of severe physical abuse, sexual abuse
and severe neglect. The agency coordinates with the investigator
when these types of reports are received and need to be investigated.

When the report is received by CPS, within 24 hours, CPS will deliver
to the appropiate law enforcement agency, a copy of the
Sexual/Physical Abuse Report Delivery/Receipt Acknowledgment
Form (See Attachment #2).

When the SVU investigator interviews perpetrators, within 30 days
after the referral has been made to the CPS investigator, the SVU
investigator will interview the alleged perpetrator and send a report to
the Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services. If this
cannot be completed within the 30 day period, the SVU investigator
will contact the agency and give a status report as to a time frame
when the interview will be conducted. Every effort will be made to
have the interviews completed within 45 days.

The procedures outlined above in Section E will be followed by the
agency and law enforcement officials when conducting these child
abuse and neglect investigations.

Cases which do not involve law enforcement, that are handled strictly
by the Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services, will be
investigated according to the time lines and procedures set forth by
ODJFS. The Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services
will, to the extent possible, interview the child victim only one time
and prior to the interview, prepare and document the interview
questions. Depending on any exigent circumstances, the child may
be interviewed with or without the parents permission. The interview
will be documented in SACWIS and if new information comes from
the interview, which would indicate the need for law enforcement
intervention, a referral will be sent to the proper law enforcement
agency according to the terms of this MOU,
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The PCSA will follow up with law enforcement to ensure timely assistance
and to complete mandated assessment/investigation activities within the
sixty-day timeframe.

F. Standards and procedures addressing the categories of persons
who may interview the child who is the subject of the report and
who allegedly was abused or neglected

The categories of personnel who may conduct interviews of children who
are the subjects of reports of alleged abuse, neglect, and/or dependency
are limited to the following:

' e Casework and supervisory staff of the PCSA

« Law enforcement personnel

o County or city prosecuting attorneys, assistant prosecuting attorneys,
in-house JFS legal counsel if applicable, and their investigative staff

e The Garden Family Advocacy Center (GFAC), Child Advocacy
Center.

¢ The Children’s Advocacy Center of Scioto County (CACSC).

s Any other individual approved by the Director of the Scioto
County Department of Job and Family Services, such as a third-
party, independent person.

G. Standards and proéedures for PCSA requests for law enforcement
assistance

When the alleged perpetrator has access to a child victim, Scioto
County Department of Job and Family Services requests law
enforcement to respond to their request for assistance as soon as
possible. When the alleged perpetrator does not have access to the
child, the agency will make the referral or ask for assistance within
(24) twenty-four hours.

Every effort will be made to coordinate interviews and gather
information in accordance with the procedures already outlined above
in this MOU.

The PCSA may request the assistance of law enforcement during an
assessment/investigation if one or more of the following situations exist:

¢ An exigent circumstance.
e The PCSA has reason to believe that the child is in immediate danger
of serious harm.

e The PCSA has reason to believe that the worker is, or will be, in danger
of harm.

e The PCSA has reason to believe that a crime is being committed, or
has been committed, against a child.
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The PCSA worker needs to conduct a home visit after regular PCSA
business hours, and a law enforcement escort is requested as a
standard operating procedure.

The PCSA is removing a child from his or her family via an order of the
court, and the assistance of law enforcement is needed as the PCSA
has reason to believe the family will challenge the removal.

The PCSA is working with a client who has a propensity toward
violence, and the assistance of law enforcement is needed to ensure
the safety of all involved.

The PCSA is workirig with a family that has historically threatened to
do harm to PCSA staff.

H. Specialized Investigations or Circumstances

To the extent possible, investigative interviews of children who are the
alleged child victims/child subjects of the report of abuse and neglect where
criminal activity is suspected, including reports of human trafficking,
physical and sexual abuse, domestic violence, child endangering, or the

like,

are cooperatively planned by the PCSA and the law enforcement

agency of jurisdiction.

1
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Out-of-Home Care

The PCSA conducts an out-of-home care investigation in response to
a child abuse or neglect report that includes an alleged perpetrator who
meets one or more of the following criteria:

e |s a person responsible for the alleged child victim's care in an out-
of-home care setting as defined in rule 5180:2-1-01 of the
Administrative Code.

e s a person responsible for the alleged child victim’s care in out-of-
home care as defined in section 2151.011 of the Revised Code.

e Has access to the alleged child victim by virtue of their employment
by or affiliation to an organization as defined in section 2151.011 of
the Revised Code.

e Has access to the alleged child victim through placement in an out-
of-home care setting.

The PCSA follows the procedures for conducting out-of-home care
investigations as described in section 5180:2-36-04 of the OAC.

Within twenty-four (24) hours of the screening decision, Scioto
County Department of Job and Family Services will make contact
with the out-of-home care setting or organization administrative
officer, director, or other chief administrative officer, or if the
administrative officer, director or other chief administrative officer

Page 15 of 31



DCY 01425 (Rev. 4/2025)

is alleged to be the perpetrator, the board of directors, county
commissioners, or law enforcement as applicable in order to:

(a) Share information regarding the report.

(b) Discuss what actions have been taken to protect the
alleged child victim.

(c) Provide information about the assessment/investigation
activities that will follow.

Reports of child abuse and neglect which occur in out-of-home
care settings will be received, screened and investigated in
accordance with section B, D and E of this MOU.

Third-Party Investigations

In accordance with section 5180:2-36-08 of the OAC, the PCSA is to
request a third-party in the assessment/investigation for reports of child
abuse or neglect where there is potential for a conflict of interest
because one of the following parties is a principal of the report:

* Any employee of an organization or facility that is licensed or
certified by the Ohio Department of Children and Youth (DCY) or
another state agency and supervised by the PCSA.

* A foster caregiver, pre-finalized adoptive parent, adoptive parent,
relative, or kinship caregiver who is recommended, approved, or
supervised by the PCSA.

e A type B family childcare home or type A family childcare home
licensed by DCY when the CDJFS has assumed the powers and
duties of the county children services function defined in Chapter
51563. of the Revised Code.

¢ Any employee or agent of DCY or the PCSA as defined in Chapter
51563. of the Revised Code.

« Any authorized person representing DCY or the PCSA who
provides services for payment or as a volunteer.

¢ A foster caregiver or an employee of an organization or facility
licensed or certified by DCY and the alleged child victim is in the
custody of, or receiving services from, the PCSA that accepted the
report.

e Any time a PCSA determines that a conflict of interest exists. The
PCSA is to document in the case record if a conflict of interest is
identified.

The PCSA is to request that law enforcement serve as the third party
when a report alleges a criminal offense. The PCSA is to request the
assistance of a third party within 24 hours of identifying that a conflict
of interest exists.
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Within twenty-four (24) hours of the screening decision, Scioto
County Department of Job and Family Services will make contact
with the out-of-home care setting or organization administrative
officer, director, or other chief administrative officer, or if the
administrative officer, director or other chief administrative officer
is alleged to be the perpetrator, the board of directors, county
commissioners, or law enforcement as applicable in order to:

(a) Share information regarding the report.

(b) Discuss what actions have been taken to protect the
alleged child victim.

(c) Provide information about the assessment/investigation
activities that will follow.

Reports of child abuse and neglect which require a third party
investigation will be received, screened and investigated in
accordance with section B, D and E of this MOU.

Child Fatality- Suspected cause of death is abuse or neglect

The PCSA is governed by ORC section 307.622 and needs to have a
child fatality review board.

The Director of the Scioto County Department of Job and Family
Services is a mandated member of the Scioto County Child
Fatality Review Board. An Administrator or Supervisor for Scioto
County Department of Job and Family Services has attended in
the past and will continue to do so in the future. The Scioto
County Child Fatality Review Board meets once a year, typically
in February, to review the previous year’s child deaths. The Child
Fatality Review Board meeting is conducted by the Scioto County
Health Department.

Child Fatality- Death of a child in the custody of the PCSA

The PCSA follows rules 5180:2-33-14 and 5180:2-42-89 of the OAC
following the death of a child in its custody.

In addition to following OAC 5101:2-42-89, the Scioto County
Department of Job and Family Services will notify the Scioto the
Scioto County Prosecutor that a child in the custody of the agency
has died.

Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services will
cooperate with [ocal law enforcement, the county prosecutor and
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the Department of Children and Youth (DCY) in conducting an
investigation.

Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services Director
will notify the Scioto County Board of Commissioners within a
reasonable amount of time.

Allegations of withholding medically indicated treatment from
disabled infants with life-threatening conditions

The PCSA follows the procedures described in section 5180:2-36-07 of
the OAC for responding to these reports.

The withholding of medically indicated treatment is the refusal to
provide appropriate nutrition, hydration, medication, or other medically
indicated treatment from a disabled infant with a life-threatening
condition.

Medically indicated treatment includes the medical care most likely to
relieve, or correct, the life-threatening condition. Nutrition, hydration,
and medication, as appropriate for the infant's needs, are medically
indicated for all disabled infants; in addition to, the completion of
appropriate evaluations or consultations necessary to assure that
sufficient information has been gathered to make 1nformed medical
decisions on behalf of the disabled infant.

In determining whether treatment is medically indicated, reasonable
medical judgments made by a prudent physician, or treatment team,
knowledgeable about the case and its treatment possibilities are
considered. The opinions about the infant's future “quality of life” are
not to bear on whether a treatment is judged to be medically indicated.
Medically indicated treatment does not include the failure to provide
treatment to a disabled infant if the treating physician’'s medical
judgment identifies any of the situations listed in OAC section 5180:2-
36-07(A)(3)(a-d).

« [Obtaining contact information for any applicable health care
facility’s administrator or designee to initiate the case in
accordance with OAC rule 5180:2-36-07.]

If alleged abuse happens within Scioto County, the
following hospital or Emergency Room will be utilized
by the Scioto County Department of Job and Family
Services in which treatment is medically indicated. If
necessary, Southern Ohio Medical Center (SOMC) will
transfer the child to a hospital that specializes in the
treatment of children.
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* Southern Ohio Medical Center, 1805 27th Street,
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662, Social Work Department.

If outside of Scioto County, the medical facility closest
to the alleged incident shall be utilized.

¢ [Obtaining contact information for any applicable health care
facility’s review committee.]

Scioto County Job and Family Services will identify and
maintain current information regarding the name, date,
title, and telephone number of facility's contact person
for allegation involving alleged withholding of medically
indicated treatment from disabled infants with life-
threatening conditions.

« Reports of withholding of medically indicated treatment will
be received, screened and investigated in accordance with
section B, D and E of this MOU.

6. Allegations of child abuse and/or neglect constituting a crime
against a child, including human trafficking, and needing a
joint assessment/investigation with law enforcement

Reports of child abuse and neglect, including human trafficking
will be received, screened and investigated in accordance with
section B, D and E of this MOU. Scioto County Department of
Job and Family Services will ensure child safety and not
compromise child protective assessmentfinvestigation while
concurrently assisting law enforcement with the criminal
investigation.

7. Reports of cases involving individuals who aid, abet, induce,
cause, encourage, or contribute to a child or a ward of the
juvenile court becoming dependent, neglected, unruly, and/or
delinquent

Reports of child abuse, neglect and dependency will be received,
screened and investigated in accordance with section B,D and E
of this MOU. The Scioto County Department of Job and Family
Services will assist the Court or local law enforcement in cases
in which the child is unruly or delinquent, but will not open an
investigation unless there is specific evidence that abuse or
neglect is contributing to the unruliness or delinquency of the
child in accordance with screening guidelines prescribed by the
Ohio Department of Job and Family Services.
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Reports involving individuals who aid, abet, induce, cause,
encourage, or contribute to a child or a ward of the juvenile
court leaving the custody of any person, department, or public
or private institution without the legal consent of that person,
department, or institution

Reports of this nature will be screened in or out by the Scioto
County Department of Job and Family Services after
consultation with the county prosecuting attorney.

Receiving and responding to reports of missing children
involved with the PCSA

Upon learning that a minor child has either run away from or is
otherwise missing from the home or the care, custody, and control of
the child’s parents, custodial parent, legal guardian, or non-custodial
parent, the following actions will take place:

o When an MOU signatory agency is made aware that a child is
missing, they will coordinate with the custodian to report their
concerns to the law enforcement agency in the appropriate
jurisdiction.

¢ The law enforcement agency will enter known information into the
National Crime Information Center (NCIC) database if the child is in
PCSA custody.

e The law enforcement agency will take prompt action upon the
report, including, but not limited to, concerted efforts to locate the
missing child.

¢ The law enforcement agency will promptly enter any additional,
relevant information into NCIC.

e The law enforcement agency will promptly notify the missing child’s
parents, parent who is the residential parent and legal custodian,
guardian, or legal custodian, or any other person responsible for the
care of the missing child, that the child’s information was entered
into NCIC.

e« The PCSA will contact the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children (NCMEC) if the child is in PCSA custody.

Upon request of law enforcement, the PCSA is to provide assistance
and cooperation in the investigation of a missing child, including the
immediate provision of any information possessed by the PCSA that
may be relevant in the investigation.

All MOU signatory agencies are to notify the PCSA upon learning that
a minor child who is alieged to be in the children services system or
who is known or suspected to be abused or neglected has either run
away from or is otherwise missing from the home or the care, custody,
and control of the child’s parents, custodial parent, legal guardian, or
non-custodial parent.
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The Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services will
assist local law enforcement in cases in which a child is missing
in accordance with this MOU. Upon the missing child's return, the
Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services shall
document the circumstances that contributed to the child running
away and consider such factors in subsequent placements.
Additionally, the events and experiences that took place while the
child was missing, including if the child is found to be a sex
trafficking victim, will be documented pursuant to rule 5101:2-36-
12 of the Administrative Code.

[Additional procedures can be provided regarding children not
involved with the PCSA, children involved with the PCSA but not
in PCSA custody, and children in PCSA custody.}]

l. Standards and procedures for removing and placing children
1. Emergency

Emergency removal of a child from home is necessary when the child
is at imminent risk of harm and in need of protection from abuse,
neglect, or dependency.

An ex parte order may be issued with or without a complaint being filed.
Prior to taking the child into custody the judicial fact finder is to make a
determination that reasonable efforts were made to notify
the chiid's parents, guardian, or custodian, or there were reasonable
grounds to believe doing so would jeopardize the safety of the child, or
lead to the removal of the child from the jurisdiction.

Juv. R 6 orders can be issued in-person, by phone, video conference,
or otherwise. Reasonable grounds need to exist to believe the child’s
removal is necessary to prevent immediate or threatened physical or
emotional harm.

Findings need to be made that the agency either did or did not make
reasonable efforts to prevent the removal of the child from their home
with a brief description of services provided and why those did not
prevent the removal or allow the child to return home, and if temporary
custody is granted to the PCSA an additional finding that it would be
contrary to the welfare and best interest of the child to continue in the
home. If granted, a shelter care hearing is to be scheduled the next
business day (but not later than seventy-two hours) after the emergency
order has been issued. If the ex parte motion is denied, the matter is to
be set for a shelter care hearing within ten days from the filing date.

See Section D1.
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2. Non-emergency

Upon receiving a report alleging child abuse, neglect, and/or
dependency, the PCSA commences an investigation in accordance
with the requirements of section 2151.421 of the ORC. If the final case
decision rises to the level of court involvement, the PCSA is to
approach the juvenile court and file a complaint alleging the child(ren)
to be abused, neglected, or dependent per ORC 2151.27. The matter
will be set for a shelter care/preliminary protective hearing
expeditiously by the juvenile court.

Reasonable oral or written notice of the time, place, and purpose of the
hearing are to be provided to the parents, guardian, or custodian unless
they cannot be found. The same parties are also entitled to notification
that a case plan may be prepared, the general requirements, and
possible consequences of non-compliance with the case plan.

The parties will be served with the complaint and summons to appear
befare the juvenile court. Unrepresented parties are advised by the
juvenile court of their right to counsel. Counsel is appointed for children
when abuse is alleged. A guardian ad litem is appointed to all children
subjects of abuse, neglect, or dependency proceedings. A separate
guardian ad litem may be appointed to minor parents or parents who
appear mentally incompetent.

The judicial fact finder is to determine whether there is probable cause
that the child is abused, neglected, or dependent, the child is in need of
protection, whether or not there is an appropriate relative or kin willing
to assume temporary custody of the child, reasonable efforts were made
by the PCSA to prevent the removal or continued removal or to make it
possible for the child to return home safely, and for temporary custody
orders to the PCSA that it would be contrary to the welfare and best
interest of the child to continue in the home. All other temporary orders
should be requested and considered at this time.

See Section D1.

Js [Optional Section(s)]
] Not Applicable (if sefected this section is not relevant.)
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Iv.

The Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services has an
agreement with the counties which belong to the Southeast Ohio
District Job and Family Services Directors Association, including
Meigs, Gallia, Jackson, South Central and Lawrence Counties for the
continuation of services in the event of a natural disaster or other
event which closes the Agency for a prolonged period of time. Each
county agrees to assist the other, to the extent possible, with PCSA
activities, including, but not limited to assessment and investigations
of child abuse and neglect.

The Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services will follow
OAC 5101:2-36-06 when reports of a deserted child are made.

TRAINING

Cross system training is to be provided to and a plan developed by all signatories
of this MOU to ensure parties understand the mission and goals identified in this
MOU and are clear about the roles and responsibilities of each agency. Periodic
trainings events will be coordinated by the PCSA as the lead agency and
notification of the trainings will be provided to the signatories of this agreement. By
agreeing to participate in the county MOU process signatories express a
commitment to attend training opportunities when presented.

Signers of this MOU agree to meet at least every biennium to review the MOU
and make any adjustments. If it necessary to meet sooner, any signer of this
MOU, may ask for a meeting by placing their request in writing and sending
it to the Director of the Scioto County Department of Job and Family
Services.

CONFLICT RESOLUTION
[_] Not Applicable (if selected this section is not relevant.)

When a conflict occurs among county partners, the effect is often broader than the
individuals  directly involved in the dispute. As disputes are often inevitable, this
MOU is to set forth the local process by which disputes will be resolved so as
not to disrupt program effectiveness.

As the mandated agency responsible for the provisions of child protective services,
the ultimate decision on how to handle abuse, neglect investigations lie with the
PCSA. Every effort will be made to take into account other signatories’ requests
and concerns relating to services.

Criminal investigations and prosecution remain the responsibility of the
prosecuting attorney and appropriate law enforcement agencies. The PCSA will
assist these agencies, but in no way, interfere or jeopardize a criminal investigation
or prosecution.

For cases that come before the court as it relates to decisions and orders, the
Juvenile Judge’s rulings are final.
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VI.

Each agency will make a concerted effort to help the other with joint interviews,
investigations, evidence collection, information sharing, and fact-finding. Each
agency will not hinder or interfere with the express duties of another and wili do
their best to cooperate and collaborate with the other county partners.

In the event internal conflict resolution efforts fail and a statutorily required
participant refuses to sign or engage in the MOU process, the PCSA is to consult
with the County Prosecutor to explore available remedies.

NA
CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT

Any report made in accordance with ORC section 2151.421 is confidential. Both
the information and the name of the person who made the report under section
2151.421 will not be released to the public for use and will not be used as evidence
in any civil action or proceeding brought against the person who made the report.

Children services records are not public records and are exempt from Ohio’s
Sunshine Laws under ORC 149.43. Children Services records are confidential in
nature and should be treated accordingly.

ORC section 2151.423 requires the PCSA to disclose confidential information
discovered during an investigation conducted pursuant to section 2151.421 or
2151.422 of the Ohio Revised Code to any federal, state, or local government
entity, including any appropriate military authority or any agency providing
prevention services, that needs the information to carry out its responsibilities to
protect children from abuse or neglect. Likewise, law enforcement, The Garden
Family Advocacy Center, and the Children's Advocacy Center of Scioto
County, and other entities are expected to release information to the PCSA for the
purpose of carrying out its responsibility of protecting children from abuse and/or
neglect.

[Insert county-specific description of the information law enforcement is to
share with the PCSA in order for the PCSA to carry out its responsibilities to
protect children from abuse or neglect.]

* Investigative records and completed police reports, and historic records
pertaining to subjects of the investigation.

[Insert county-specific description of how information is to be shared
between the PCSA and law enforcement agencies.]

w

Intake reports, dispositions, investigator's contact information, and
witnesses discovered during the investigation.

[Insert county-specific information that may be obtained from an
investigation that the PCSA and law enforcement should or should not
release to the public.]
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* No information released to law enforcement by the PCSA should be
released to the public at any time.

The confidentiality provisions of this MOU will survive the expiration or termination
of this agreement.

Information regarding the report and/or investigation of alleged abuse or neglect
may be shared only when dissemination is authorized by OAC section 5180:2-33-
21 and in accordance with the procedures outlined in OAC section 5180:2-33-21.
The unauthorized dissemination of confidential information is a misdemeanor and
is punishable by law.

In the event of unauthorized dissemination of information, the party who learns of
the breach of confidentiality will notify the Director of the PCSA as soon as
possible. The notification will be sent to the Director in writing describing the
circumstances surrounding the breach. The notification will specify the confidential
information released, who is responsible for disseminating the confidential
information, how it was disseminated, and the parties who have access to the
information without authorization. The Director of the PCSA will then refer this
information to the prosecutor or city director of law at their discretion.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS AND STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS

This MOU is to be retained for a period of at least seven years per the state of
Ohio records retention schedule. Please refer to the PCSA records retention policy
for information on forms to be completed and processes to be followed for the
destruction of records.

Consultation among the signatories may be done in person, whenever practicable.
When an in-person meeting is not practicable the signer may employ the use of
alternative methods of communication including but not limited to MS Teams,
Skype, Zoom, or telephone as agreed upon by all members. When the PCSA is
seeking consultation with a signer of this MOU regarding an active referral of child
abuse and/or neglect and has met in person or spoken with another signer, the
PCSA will make written contact with the appropriate agency by the next working
day to request the needed information and make the referral in writing.

The required members are to review and evaluate the terms and conditions of the
MOU every biennium. All required members to the MOU will sign the new or
updated agreement. The PCSA is to submit the MOU to the Board of County
Commissioners for review and approval with enough time for any revisions to be
made prior to December thirty-first of the year.

This MOU does not inhibit good faith compliance with a subpoena issued by a
Grand Jury or in a criminal case. Dissemination of records pursuant to the State's
discovery obligations is authorized. However, work product and other privileges
are expected to be upheld.
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VIIL.

Failure to follow the procedure set forth in the MOU by the concerned officials is
not grounds for, and will not result in, the dismissal of any charges or complaint
arising from any reported case of abuse or neglect or the suppression of any
evidence obtained as a result of reported child abuse or child neglect and does not
give, and will not be construed as giving, any rights or any grounds for appeal or
post-conviction relief to any person pursuant to section 2151.4223 of the Revised
Code.

This MOU will be governed by and construed in accordance with applicable state
and federal laws and regulations. Any identified or listed citations to Ohio
Administrative Code revised during the implementation of this MOU are to defer to
the current finalized codification. In the event any other portion of this MOU is
inconsistent with state or federal law, that portion will be without effect as if stricken
from the document and the remaining portion will remain in full force and effect.

SIGNATURES OF EACH PARTICIPATING AGENCY

The signature section authorizes the participating parties of the agreement to
begin enactment of MOU protocols and activities. The participating members
agree to follow the terms of this MOU and to meet at minimum once every
biennium to review terms and conditions, evaluate if updates are needed, and sign
a new or amended MOU

If any individual serving as a signatory changes mid-term, the PCSA is to provide
the new required member with the current MOU. The new member remains bound
by the most recently approved version of the MOU. Their signature is to be
obtained.

If the PCSA participated in the execution of a memorandum under section
2151.426 of the Revised Code establishing a CAC, each participating member of
the CAC is a required signatory on this MOU.

A required member to this agreement may terminate their involvement in the MOU
for good cause upon giving reasonable written notice to the other required
members in this MOU. All parties to this MOU agree to give 30 days written
notice.

Signers of this MOU agree to meet at least every biennium to review the MOU
and make any adjustments. If it is necessary to meet sooner, any signer of
this MOU, may ask for a meeting by placing their request in writing and
sending it to the Director of the Scioto County Department of Job and Family
Services. The Director of the Scioto County Department of Job and Family
Services will schedule a meeting within thirty (30) days of receiving the
request. A meeting will be held and any adjustments to the MOU will be
discussed. Any changes to the MOU must be agreed to by all the parties. If
an agreement cannot be reached, then the Director of the Scioto County
Department of Job and Family Services will have the final say as it relates to
child abuse and neglect activities and the county prosecutor will have the
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final say as it relates to law enforcement or the handling of criminal activity
as it relates to child abuse and neglect.

[Insert county-specific information regarding the termination process for the
participants.]

The MOU may be signed in person or electronically.
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Tamela Moore Morton, Director -

Scipto County Dept. of Job & Family Services Date

Is th{s agency a participating member of the CAC referenced In Section 1I(G)? [JYes [ No
io (oo

9

David Thoroughman, Syeriff

Scioto County Sheriff's Department Date

Is t;m\aw/ﬁ\ii\paung ber of the CAC referenced in Section II(G)? [ Yes [ No

Ports
Is this/dgency a

epartmen Date
er of fhe CAC referenced in Section II(G)? [ Yes []No

rﬁcipaﬂ@ me
/ ~1 ré—\
John é)éon, Chief ™

New Boston Police Department Date
a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I1(G)? [ Yes [ No

. Judge
Sgloto County Juvenile Court Date

gency Kl;jp?member of the CAC referenced in Section II(G)? [JYes [ No
]
s A

Shane Tieman, Pro§ecuting Attorney
Scioto County Prosecutor Date
Is thi icipatin fthe CAC referenced in Section II(G)? [ Yes [ No

e

ams, Coroner
Scioto County Coroner Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section lI(G)? []Yes X No

7 N —7 7
‘\M}:)g)/{//wwww /[LJLM’
Rhiannon Moore, Executive Director

The Garden Family Advocacy Center Date
|s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section II{G)? [X] Yes [ No
Ans Z O,Zﬁmfu’u
anne Valentine, Director
hildren's Advocacy Center of Scioto County Date

Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? [X] Yes [] No

Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section I(G)? [ Yes []No

DCY 01425 (Rev. 4/2025) Page 2%0of 30



Agency, Name, Title Date
Is this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section [I(G)? []Yes []No

Agency, Name, Title Date
s this agency a participating member of the CAC referenced in Section [I(G)? [JYes []No
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IX.

Refusal to Sign [ ]| Not Applicable (if selected, this section is not relevant.)

The PCSA attests they attempted to obtain the signature of all required
participating agencies as set forth in Section |l of this MOU and as mandated
through section 2151.4210 of the Revised Code. However, the following
agency(ies) or individual(s) refused to sign this MOU.

Date: [Enter date of refusal]
Agency, Name, Title: [Enter the name of the agency, required individual, and

_ their titie.]

Reason the individual refused to sign:

[Enter the reason the individual refused to sign the text box and the
attempts to solve the identified barrier.]

Date: [Enter date of refusal]
Agency, Name, Title: [Enter the name of the agency, required individual, and
their title.]

Reason the individual refused to sign:

[Enter the reason the individual refused to sign the text box and the
attempts to solve the identified barrier.]

Date: [Enter date of refusal]
Agency, Name, Title: [Enter the name of the agency, required individual, and
their title.]

Reason the individual refused to sign:

[Enter the reason the individual refused to sign the text box and the
attempts to solve the identified barrier.]
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X. Board of County Commissioners
The PCSA is to submit the MOU signed by all participating agencies to the Board
of County Commissioners. The participating agencies will ensure there is adequate
time for both the County Board of Commissioners and DCY review and approval
process along with any returns for correction prior to the end of the contractual
period.

Z < Y [oa [20

Cofinty Commissioners Signature and Date/Resolution/Vote

The Board of Scioto County Commissioners hereby review and approve the
Scioto County Memorandum of Understanding.

ATTACHMENTS

[If the PCSA contracts with an outside source to receive after-hour calls, a
copy of the signed agreement needs to be attached indicating the
following:]
[-All reports with identifying and demographic information of the
reporter and principals of the report will be forwarded to a designated
PCSA worker within an hour of receipt and Confidentiality
requirements will be met.]

ATTACHMENT #1 - Procedure for Notifying Law Enforcement About
Sexual/Physical Abuse Referrals

ATTACHMENT #2 - Sexual/Physical Abuse Report Delivery/Receipt
Acknowledgment Form

ATTACHMENT #3 - Total Communications Answering Service
Agreement

ATTACHMENT #4 - Child Advocacy Center of Scioto County Protocol

[If the PCSA participated in an execution of a memorandum of understanding
establishing a CAC, the PCSA will incorporate the contents of that
memorandum in this MOU.]

APPROVEL

3JOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SCIOTO COUNTY, OHIO

Commissioners Journal
Journal £17_page 24\

Date 0U[0A [20
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Attachment #1

PROCEDURE FOR NOTIFYING LAW ENFORCEMENT ABOUT
SEXUAL/PHYSICAL ABUSE REFERRALS

When you are assigned a new report of sexual/physical abuse, please follow the steps below to
notify law enforcement.

1. Print out a copy of the report without the Reporting Source information and Screening
Decision comments.

2. Ifthe alleged abuse took place in the jurisdiction of the Scioto County Sheriff’s
Department, take the printed report and a blank Sexual/Physical Abuse Report
Acknowledgment Form to Deputy Joe Wilson at the security desk.

3. If the alleged abuse took place in the jurisdiction of Portsmouth Police Department or
New Boston Police Department, take the printed report and a blank Sexual/Physical
Abuse Report Acknowledgment Form to the respective department in person.

4. Upon arrival at the police department, et the person at the desk know you have a new
sexual/physical abuse referral. There will be a Detective or someone that can accept the
referral in the office. Give the report to them and fill out the Acknowledgement Form
with them.

5. The person taking the report should make a copy of the Acknowledgement Form and
keep it for their file. Bring the original back for our file.

6. Enter an activity log in SACWIS that the above procedure has been completed. The
narrative should include the person the report was given to and that the
Acknowledgement Form was completed and signed.



SCIOTO COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES

710 Court Street * P.O. Box 1347

Portsmouth. Ohio 45662 Attachment #2
(740) 354-6661

DIRECTOR
Tamela Moore Morton

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Scottie Powell, Chairman
Merit Smith
Steven W. Mault

Sexual/Physical Abuse Report Delivery/Receipt Acknowledgment Form

In accordance with the established MOU which states interviews with the alleged perpetrator of sexual
abuse/intentional physical abuse will be conducted by law enforcement, this copy of the received sexual
abuse/intentional  physical abuse report is being provided to Scioto County Sheriff’s
Department/Portsmouth Police Department. The investigation open with Scioto County Children
Services can remain open for a total of sixty (60) days, at which time the investigation must be completed.
The assigned Case Worker will make all reasonable efforts to maintain contact with the assigned
Detective to share obtained information. If no information has been received from the Detective regarding
the interview of the alleged perpetrator by the 45" day from the time the report was received, the assigned
Case Worker will attempt to contact the assigned Detective to determine the progress in completing the
interview of the alleged perpetrator. If the alleged perpetrator has not been interviewed by the assigned
Detective, Scioto County Children Services will interview the alleged perpetrator for the purpose of the
Agency’s investigation. Any information gathered at that time would be relayed to the assigned Detective.
In the event of a sexual abuse/intentional physical abuse report in which the alleged perpetrator still has
access to the child, an interview must be completed the same day to ensure the safety of the child. Children
Services is required to notify parents of the allegations against them at the time of first contact.

Date report received by Scioto County Children Services:

Date hard copy of the report delivered to law enforcement:

Case Worker assigned to the investigation:

Case Worker hand-delivering the report:

Case Worker Signature/Date:

Case Number (SCSO):

Law Enforcement receiving the copy of the report:

Law Enforcement Signature/Date:

“Scioto County Somewhere Special”
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Total Communication Answering Service
P.O Box 1133
Portsmouth. Chio 45662
Ph. 740-334-7523 Fax. 740-354-5010

SERVICE AGREEMENT
xame:_Geloto Cousty Deptof Toh 4 Faouly Servces ace /75
Address: Jl@_ﬁw;__giﬁiﬂ, Portsmodth, CH lﬁhﬂ_.i__
Comtact Person. |2Lm Y_L¥ l&lo_g:ﬁ M,O[‘foﬂ , I)I B

Telephone Number(s):  T40-3c.5- 3G 2| |'nstd.e Line.
Fax: Z:ﬂg 353 25 J(o  Email Address:

This is 2 written statemen: to acknowledge that the followmng rates and service are to be provided to and agreed upon
by the ahove listed customer ﬁ) HoLl

= Answenng Service M-F ¢ Usg of 800 number $0.75 per call Dl“
3 Hours of Live Coverage SefS ﬂu&|z"&2~‘ ‘Hclidays to be covered Hc..:‘F Ltine:r

Cbarges- S _/ L2. 00 base charge per four(4)yweeks Fax fee $2.00 per sheet aﬂ\ Do‘{
Holiday Charges $15.00 per holiday Text Message Charge $20.00/per billing cycle Memchial ba.,
Early closing (before 2:30) Charges $15.00 per day Tune*ﬁev\
Unlimited number of calls oPs APs

/ = |)C:-¥
Your Phone Number to forward your prone line tois- _{5/ iy L 3Jl A\ULC
The first four(4) week's base charge alone with four(4) week's deposit is due at the start of service. The Ve{-ws Dcu{

deposit is oaly refundable with a 28-day written notice of cancellation.
This service ts effective 11 \t.'.)\ l&b-ﬁ?) . and will stay in effect for a minimum of twelve(12) months or until 1%&, AJ
Total Communication Answering Service dcem it no longer feasible 1o continue service. Should Total Cnristmas

Communication Answering Service rzquest a price increase or the Clent request additional service(s) not covered
by this agreement, then this original Agreement shall be amended. changsd or voided.

Our policy regarding payvment is as follows The chient agrees 1o pay all charges due for the current billing ao later
then ten(10) day following the date of the invoice, Payments are due in advance and ars subject to a late fee of
$50 00 If received later than =ighteen ( 18) days after invoice date and may be subject o terminaticn without further
potice if the unpaid halance is not paid 5y the last day of the 28 day tilling cvcle. A $35.00 keep on fee current or
past 28 day billing cv.le. 1t s further understood that Total Communication Answering Service provides such
services and or 2quipment to the customer with no implications of fitness or purpose or deed and thar Total
Communication Aaswering Service sna!l be held harmless for any damages resulting from disruption or services
The customer agrees (o use services provided by Total Communication Answering Service for legitimate and legal
purposes only and agrees that all services may be immediately terminated if its use is adjudged by Total
Communication Answering Service to be detnmental to it interests. Total Communication Answering Service
will endeavor to render service in a manner that is satisfactory to the customer and will exercise due care in handling
all messages, but due to the human element involved it assumes no responsibility for errars and/or misinterpretations
of ielephone calls and oral nstructions and is not |:able for any loss or damage resulting from any services provided

Mailing address: o B 1 L
o Date: || lo:_/ 62 S

= t
Authorized Signature Z('] Yis L’, Lﬁ ol f(v!Cl /C‘r Dllf‘("(‘_'{'Cr

NO CHANGES WILL BE MADE VERBALLY, ANY CHANGES TO THE INFORMATION PROVIDED
VIUST BE MADE IN WRITING AND FAXED OR MAILED TO OUR OFFICE

1Bl UL, <|®



S00 @

1£ NO, will you be using services during lunch? Yes O No O Whatt is lpnch taken” ‘ -

What type of calls are 10 be relayed 24 hours? Q.S E‘Qﬁ:& en wHo

%&oﬂﬁg&'kh_ﬁ;o T.Ckwsm%?w%& ﬁmB{
A CHUD m oul CQ‘Eﬂ'wa.! CA\LS 1o GET (o 1. OO

(6284 ON XYM XL! PF II (MHL %202 c0

Total C ommunication Answering Service
313-C Bierly Road
P.O.Box 1133
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662
Ph 740-354-7523 4740-354-5010

I
Forward vour phone line to 1-3 5" Uf'é

How do you want your telephone line answered: Sthrro COUHT‘{ Cl-l“-—bizﬁh‘ SER-ULCES
PoSee e SERUICE, How oA T el f

What is your office Phone #? L"lq& 3?4_-_(0‘0(![ - ('140} 45& 4950 -

If vou have an insideback number, what is n” R ) When & whv are we to use this
inside number”

What is your street address® 110 Coult BTV ?OEJ'SM-bUT“ Ol {SGeZ
What is your e-mail adcress”
CES | CATRER SERWEES

W hat type of businzss 13 tis
What are the names czll %s & home #s of the person (srto be cantacted? -
BN o0- CAL SCUEDUE  uwill BE SENT mMowTHLY . A NEW UST of
CASE wWoleeRS ol PhorE NULREDS Wil BEBENT AS wWELL
LWREs Thele ARE CUALES. .

W nat are your office 1 u:r"fp\gh_fm%f— Fﬂfb% %00 bem- 4 30 P~ -

Do you have staff in the office during lunch? Yes ﬂ. No O What ime is lunch taken”

C YO :
What type of calls are to be held until the following woming? ?E, M _c&l*-’c‘- 10 Tb:.LK TO -.:: =

THE\R (CASE woRER peur THEWR CASE. .

What information would vou like taken from your caliers” (Example name, phore, adn..r-::.s problem, etc )

of Mg LELLETT.

3 WG TO GNE M Z:%T\M_Lw A CUIL 1o oL eOSTo
TEASE CET THE WNMAE F—-'D NUMBER- oF TerSors TO CALL BACKL AT THE C\rl MBS

How will you notify us of the person (5! on call? .
'F-\\ us daily as o who 1s on call for the evening” fax to our office by 10:00am
FAX us 3 schedule weeklymonthly” M Wil BRE FRED MonT HLA
NO CHANGES WILL BE MADE \'ERB.—\LLY ANY CHANGES TO THE INFORMATION PROVIDED
VIUST BE MADE IN WRITING AND FAXED or MAILED TO OUR OFFICE.

What is vour mailing _-ddr_‘:.i",j\ 0 CN&T_?L_’EQ@MLN& '__th r ‘LSCOQZ:_

What means are we to use to relay a call and in what order? (Example: 1" Call cell if ao response call

restdence call backap person)
Chent Quesaonnaire
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CONTACTS VAME: 0N - CALL CASE wWolKER

Ly CRAL OHOME () CELL () OTHER
2 L. OHOME () CELL () OTHER

1R aaRE CEAL AGRAW ~ (HOME () CELL QOTHER

CONTACTS NAME: ON (M §l.@ﬂ§giL_ _

157 Lo (OHOME ()CELL () OTHER

S CEL (HOME OCELL () OTHER

" usaRe CAL. OHOME ()CELL () OTHER

CONTACTS NAME o

157 . _()HOME () CELL () OTHER

s g ~_(QHOME () CELL () OTHER

: L o  _DHOME () CELL () OTHER

Do yau "SIGN OUT" t2 orhers not listed above” _ If YES, pleasz list those who may take calls

and the methad ar contact

CONTACTS NAME:

Bl (OHOME () CELL () OTHER
7 e (OHOME () CELL () OTHER
L fe  OHOME(O) CELL () OTHER

CONTACTS NAME:

;- (HOME () CELL () OTHER

s L B () HOME ( CELL () OTHER

& O HOME () CELL () OTHER

Anv additional notes that you fell is pertinent for us to know so that we may serve yqu better: | HE on- L
CRBE WwWORKER BE o AoTHER ChLL 0 LT & gggu U

h Vo) %« " gq 3 AE cell seEue

SomE w ALY S5 MUIUUTES =

NO CHANCES WILL BE MADE VERBALLY, ANY CHANGES TO THE INFORMATION PROYIDED
MUST BE MADE IN WRITING AND FAXED or MAILED TO OUT OFFICE.

Chent Guestionoaure
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The Scioto County Team Protocol for
Multidisciplinary Response to Child Abuse
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Purpose

This protocol was developed as a cooperative effort that addresses Scioto County’s commitment
to maintain a collaborative, multidisciplinary team response to the investigation, prosecution, and
treatment of child sexual and severe physical abuse cases in Scioto County. It is widely
recognized that multidisciplinary teams of social services, law enforcement, prosecution,
medical, mental health and victim advocacy professionals working together under an advocacy
center model are the most effective method of responding to allegations of child abuse and
maltreatment.

Mission Statement

The mission of the Seioto County Multi-Disciplinary Team is (1) to reduce the incidence and
trauma of child abuse through a coordinated multi-agency approach, and (2) to promote healthy
children, families, and communities through the professional provision of education, prevention
and protective services.

Goals

1. To reduce the devastating long-term effects that child abuse has on children, their families,
and society;

2. To provide a child-friendly setting to coordinate services that expedite the medical and
mental health treatment, investigation, and prosecution of child abuse cases while ensuring
that victims receive effective, immediate and sensitive support;

3. To ensure that all disciplines are focused on the well-being of our victims and families, while
respecting the needs of each individual agency;

4. To expedite the medical and mental health treatment, investigation, and prosecution process
by conducting medical treatment, trauma screenings, mental health treatment, interviews and
improving the evidence collection process in order to increase the success of prosecution of
offenders;

5. To provide a system of case review/tracking which ensures that all children and families are
provided with the best services and investigations of child abuse which are collaborated and
monitored;

6. To establish a process which provides for continnity of multidisciplinary team members and
enhances their expertise over time.

Multidisciplinary Team Members

The core Multidisciplinary Team in Scioto County is made up of representatives from;
Scioto County Sheriff’s Office

Portsmouth Police Department

Scioto County Job and Family Services, Children’s Services

Scioto County Prosecutor’s Office

Children’s Advocacy Center of Scioto County

Community Action Organization of Scioto County, Inc.

John F DiTraglia Pediatrics

The Garden Family Advocacy Center

And, on a case-by-case basis, the team may be expanded to include other relevant
professionals



Additionally, the MDT collaborates with Scioto County school systems, Scioto County Juvenile
and Common Pleas Courts, Southern Ohio Taskforce on Domestic Violence and a variety of
other providers in the community whenever indicated to ensure that all children and families
referred to the CAC receive coordinated and collaborative services.

This protocol is offered as a guide to ensure a coordinated MDT response in child abuse cases,
and as such it is recognized that the proposal cannot address every situation that may arise. In
situations not specifically covered herein good judgment, adherence to MDT values of
collaboration and communication, and consensus of the team shall determine the course of action
that is most appropriate.

Roles of Participating Agencies
Each agency will work with and assist others to ensure that the best interest and protection of
children will be served,

All participating agencies recognize that members have different roles and specific
responsibilities which are set forth for herein the interviewing, investigation, diagnosis and
treatment, prosecution and support services in the handling of these cases. It is further recognized
that a team approach is more conducive to the resolution of the problems presented by these
cases than an individual agency approach and the team approach will enhance the individual
efforts of each county

1. CAC Scioto will provide onsite collaboration and the use of the multidisciplinary approach
for child abuse cases. The CAC will provide a child focused facility for interviews, trained
interviewers, on-site medical and mental health evaluation and treatment.

2. Scioto County Job and Family Services is mandated by Ohio law to investigate and provide
protection of children from abuse. A risk assessment will be conducted during the
investigation to ensure the safety of the child and provide services to the non-offending
parent or guardian.

3. Law enforcement agencies (Portsmouth Police Department or the Scioto County Sheriff’s
Office) are established by law to protect the communities they serve through conscientious
enforcement of criminal laws. They are responsible for investigating and determining
whether or not a crime has been committed and to present information to the proper
authorities for prosecution.

4. The Scioto County Prosecutor’s Office is responsible for assessing the legal aspects of the
case in accordance with their prosecutorial role. The Prosecutor’s Office prosccutes
violations of the criminal law and cases of child abuse and neglect.

5. John F. DiTraglia, MD, Pediatrics is responsible for the medical care of children who come
to the CAC Scioto and for making referrals to MDT agencies when appropriate. Coordination
of care between through consultations between the agencies and referral of clients.

6. Community Action Organization of Scioto County is responsible for ensuring victim
advocacy is provided throughout the medical and mental health treatment, investigation, and
subsequent legal proceedings to victims and families. The Victim Advacate will be available
at the CAC Scioto and will coordinate with the victim witness/advocate at the Scioto County
Victim/Witness Assistance Program.



7. Community Action Organization of Scioto County is responsible for coordinating mental
health services for the children and families who may have experienced trauma from
providers who are trained in trauma focused treatment modalities.

All reasonable efforts will be made by each agency to coordinate each step of the
investigation/assessment process in order to minimize the number of interviews to which the
child is subjected, thus reducing the potential trauma to the child. Efforts will be made to conduct
scheduled interviews at the CAC Scioto.

All agencies agree to participate in cross-agency training and ongoing training in the field of
child maltreatment. All agencies will be invited and encouraged to attend training sponsored by
CAC Scioto to enhance communication among and expertise of multidisciplinary team members.

All agencies agree to participate in and attend regular multidisciplinary team case review
meetings for the purpose of sharing relevant information and recommending specific referrals.

All participating personnel agree to maintain confidentiality of all records and iriformation
gathered on all child abuse cases.

The agencies commit to working with the community and professional organizations, other team
member agencies and the Ohio State Legislature to continually seek ways to improve our
statewide response to child abuse in Ohio. The agencies agree to use non-discriminatory
practices.

It is expressly understood that each agency will work within its departmental mandates and
policies. Nothing contained herein supersedes the statues, rules and regulations governing each
agency.

Confidentiality

Ethical behavior and communication are expected of all Multidisciplinary Team Members
(MDT). The very fact that an individual is served by the MDT must be kept private and
confidential. Disclosure can be made only under special conditions for reasons relating to law
enforcement and fulfillment of our responsibilities as per Ohio Revised Code. This means that
MDT shall not disclose any information about a person, without consent from the authorized
person.

Referral Process

Referrals for abuse assessments can be made to CAC Scioto by Scioto County Job and Family
Services, Children Services, law enforcement and health care providers. An appointment will be
made as soon as possible. Offenders are not to be present at any time in CAC Scioto. If a
sexually reactive child is also a victim of abuse, their appointment will be scheduled when other
children in their case are not present.

All referrals from Children Services and law enforcement will be accepted for evaluation, with

no additional criteria required. All referrals from health care providers will be accepted and CAC
Scioto will advise the referral source to call Children Services per ORC 2151 .42,

-



If a child is seen at a local or regional emergency department for abuse or neglect, the
Emergency Department will fax a referral to CAC Scioto. CAC Sciofo will then follow up with
the non-offending caregiver to offer CAC services. In addition, CAC Scioto will contact children
services and law enforcement to inform of abuse assessment.

Law Enforcement:

When law enforcement are the first responders to a case, the law enforcement personnel will
secure the child, collect corroborating details, and contact Children Services. The initial
interview will be conducted with the reporting source to obtain the basic facts of the case. The
law enforcement personnel will coordinate with the detective unit to ensure proper handling of
the case. The Detective will contact CAC Scioto to schedule an abuse assessment and provide
notification of the appointment to children services.

Children Services:

Every case presented to Children Services will follow state screening guidelines. When a case is
screened in, a Children Service’s caseworker will contact the child and determine appropriate
safety standards. The caseworker will only obtain basic facts to engage the MDT. The
caseworker will contact law enforcement and attend to the appropriate referral needs for the child
and family. When Children Services refers a case to CAC for an interview, they will call and
schedule an appointment with CAC Scioto. Children services will provide notification to the
appropriate law enforcement.

CAC Stioto:

CAC Scioto receives referrals from law enforcement, children services and physicians or
medical providers. When CAC receives a referral from a physician, CAC will contact Children
Services and Law Enforcement to ensure case coordination. Likewise, CAC will inform the
referral source of Mandate Reporter responsibilities and refer to the appropriate agency. CAC
Scioto may still provide services for cases that have been screened out by Children Services and
Law Enforcement. CAC will contact the Children Service’s intake worker about the results of
the intervention. In addition, all documentation will be sent to Children Services and Law
Enforcement.

Interviews

The purpose of the interview is to gather information necessary for the medical diagnosis and
management of the client. Each party agrees that the interviews will be conducted at CAC Scioto
by a specially trained interviewer who has received a minimum of 40 hours of forensic
interviewing training that includes child development, muiticultural considerations and
experiential interviewing, The interviewer will also demonstrate participation in a minimum of 8
hours of ongoing continuing education in the field of child maltreatment and/or interview.

The interview will be conducted in a child-friendly, non-distracting, developmentally, culturally,
and cognitively appropriate manner. The multidisciplinary team should observe the interview.
No other person, including parents or legal guardians, may observe the interview. Only under
special circumstances will a caregiver be allowed to sit in the interview room and only at
discretion of the interviewer.



Pre-interview preparation meeting varies upon the nature of the ailegation and available
information. The interviewers tailor their interview preparations to the needs of each-case. This
meeting is held between all MDT members. Non offending caregivers can provide
developmental, cognitive as well as familial considerations for the interview,

During the interview, the interviewer may use anatomical drawing or anatomical dolls as tools at
the discretion of the interviewer and if the interviewer has had the appropriate training. The
introduction of outside evidence is based on the discretion of the interviewer and the training that
the interviewer has received.

Post-interview team meetings make recommendations about what will happen as a result of the
child’s interview and to assess the caretaker’s ability to support the child. Other information
obtained up to this point is reviewed and the team can discuss what the caretaker(s) will be told,
including a description of the child’s allegations. This is also an opportunity for the team to
coordinate the remainder of the investigation with regard to each agency’s mandates.

In the event an interpreter is needed, CAC Scioto, Children Services and law enforcement will
ensure effective communication in accordance with applicable laws. There is no cost fo the
patient or family for these services. Translators are informed of the subject matter they will
translating when they are scheduled and are oriented to the CAC process.

In certain circumstances, an extended forensic interview (EFI) may be deemed appropriate for
children where the results of a single interview are inconclusive or where there are serious
concerns about the child’s ability to participate in a single session interview. Such children might
be a very young child, a child with developmental delays or cognitive disabilities, or an
extremely traumatized child. Cultural consideration may indicate a need for an EFI, rather than a
single-session interview. The decision to conduct an EFI will be a joint decision with the team
members and EFI trained interviewer. Whenever possible the exam and interview shall be
scheduled at the same time. Team member assignments will vary by case but will always be
assigned from the designated team of CAC interviewers. Due to developmental considerations
and other factors, a child may receive follow up interviews, All interview procedures will be
followed.

Safety concerns may dictate the timing of the interview. Safety concems to be considered
include but are not limited to whether the alleged offender is in current contact with the child, the
emotional state of the child or caretaker, pressures on the child to recant, the child’s or family’s
fears of retaliation and medical concerns. When, because of safety concerns, it is necessary for
an interview to take place off site, the interview will be audio recorded, and the tape secured at
the Scioto CAC.

Interviews are recorded primarily on DVD but can be on audio tapes. CAC Scioto will secure on
original copy as part of the medical record. The recording will be labeled with the child’s name,
medical record number and date of interview. Confidentiality of the recording will be preserved
and protected.



As mandated by ORC 2151.421, a copy of the recorded interview will be provided to members
of the child abuse investigation team upon request. A request for a copy of the recorded
interview by all other parties must be accompanied by a court order or a release of information.
The interview documentation is not released to familial parties until after the case is closed at
CAC Scioto.

Coordinated Response and Case Prioritization

Certain cases should receive an emergency coordinated response from the

MDT. Emergent cases are determined by the Ohio Pediatric Sexual Abuse Protocol, revised
2009. An emergency coordinated response is a coordinated child interview that takes place
within a short period of time after an initial report is made (generally within hours). An interview
may be necessary in the Emergency Room, but it is preferred that child victims should be
interviewed and recorded at CAC Scioto. The center is open during regular business hours.
Emergency interviews and exams will take place based on victim’s need, the SART protocol,

and the County Memorandum of Understanding by calling the Director, Child Abuse Specialist,
or Victim Advocate,

Cases that should be considered high priority and subject to an emergency coordinated response
may include any or all of the following situations:

o The alleged offender is in the home or remains in a care-taking situation with the child or
other children.
The child is being pressured or persuaded to recant.
There are risks to the child’s emotional or physical well-being (for example, threats).
The alleged offender has been arrested, and a preliminary hearing is imminent.
The alleged offender is a flight risk.
There is potential for numerous victims or offenders.
The allegations include manufacturing of child pornography.
The child has been recovered from abduction.
The victim is at risk of suicide or another significant mental health crisis and may require
an assessment to determine stability prior to or immediately after the interview.

Some cases should be considered high priority and subject to a coordinated response at the
earliest opportunity but not necessarily immediately, These may include cases in which victims:
» Make immediate disclosures, in which case a medical evaluation may be conducted prior
to an interview if allegations warrant.
» Are likely to receive diminishing support for their disclosures in the subsequent 23 days.

Emergent Medical Exams

Emergent medical exams will follow the guidelines of the Ohio Pediatric Sexual Abuse Protocol,
revised 2009. In emergency situations involving sexual abuse of a child (when the acute assault
occurred within less than 72 hours or symptoms such as bleeding, abdominal or pelvic pain are
present) the client shall be referred to Adena Health Systemn where the SART protocal will be
initiated. When a child comes to the ED for suspected abuse, especially sexual abuse, the SANE
nurse will obtain written consent from the family to share the photo documentation with CAC
Scioto. In addition, the SANE will obtain written consent from the family to provide medical
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records to Children Services, Law Enforcement, and CAC Scioto. The colposcopic pictures shall
be reviewed by one of the pediatricians from CAC Scioto and a determination is made if the
child needs to be examined.

Whether it is law enforcement, CAC Scioto or Children’s Services that receives the initial report
of suspected child abuse, they will in turn be responsible for cross reporting to the other
appropriate jurisdictional entity in compliance with Ohio Administrative Code, the existing
Scioto County Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and the Ohio Revised Code.

Non-emergency Medical Exams

In accordance with the State of Ohio Pediatric Sexual Assault Protocol, medical evaluations are
recommended for any alleged victim of sexual abuse. This includes, at a minimum, acts or
suspicion of penetration or fondling. Other situations may lead to recommendations for
evaluation, such as a sibling with abuse related sexually transmitted disease. Medical foliow-up
on individual cases is handled between the medical team and MDT.

The purpose of the medical exam is to:

o Ensure the health and safety of the child

s Identify conditions requiring testing/treatment (i.e., sexually transmitted disease,
pregnancy).

e Reassure the child (and non-offending parent or caretaker) of their health and about what
has happened to his/her body.

¢ Identify/document findings, including normal, to prevent the child from being
reexamined.

= Detect and preserve forensic evidence of sexual and/or physical abuse.

The examination, which is a general head-to-toe pediatric physical examination, will be
completed by John F. Ditraglia Pediatrics. An alternate physician or SANE who has specialized
training in child abuse assessment may perform the examination in the event the primary
provider is not available. The examination of the genitalia/anus is incorporated as part of the
exam, A photo colposcope is used on most patients for documentation and magnification. Digital
videography/ photographs will be taken at the discretion of the medical provider performing the
physical examination. Images taken during the medical exam will be documented in the
electronic digital file under the child’s medical record number.

Professional Considerations

Peer review and supervision

Supervision of interviewers serves to preserve the quality of interviews, recognize the work of
interviewers, and support interviewers’ continued skill building. When an interview is
completed, that feedback and supervision should be consistent, such that an atmosphere of
excellence will be created within the MDT that allows and rewards continuing education efforts
of the interviewer(s). All team members conducting interviews will participate in monthly
regional peer review as well as quarterly team peer review.

Any member of the team can bring a recorded interview to peer review. Each interviewer should
have at least one interview reviewed each year. Opportunity for peer review is offered monthly.
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Peer review critiques can be documented for the interviewer on peer review forms and given to
the interviewer.
Mental Health Services '

Mental health services are a key service for the healing of the child and the family. At the end of
the Abuse Assessment, the child will have a trauma screening to identify the history of trauma as
well as reactions. When it is determined that mental health services would be beneficial to the
child, the child may receive counseling at CAC or an appropriate mental health facility. Referrals
are made to mental health providers who are trained in evidenced based trauma focused .
treatment modalities. Likewise, referrals are based on location of the family, family needs,
financial considerations, cultural needs, and other factors. It should be noted that mental health
services are not provided by the same individual performing the interview. For family members
needing mental health services, a referral is made to an appropriate mental health facility.

Victim Advocacy

Victim Advocacy services are provided to all children and families referred to the MDT. These
services consist of crisis intervention and support; education regarding the process of
investigation, prosecution and treatment; information regarding the rights of crime victims and
information/assistance to apply for Victims of Crime Compensation; referrals and linkages to all
identified services. These services are provided for as long as the family needs regardless of the
outcome of the investigation. The guiding principle for victim advocacy services is that it is the
connector or bridge between all the disciplines of the MDT and so provides the necessary
continuity of care for children and femilies. The team members designated for victim services
are the CAC Victim Advocates and the Victim/ Witness Assistance Program staff from the
Prosecutor’s Office. The CAC Victim Advocate typically provides the initial services and refers
all cases to the Victim/Witness Advocate once law enforcement has forwarded the investigation
to the prosecutor’s office for review of potential felony charges or charges regarding juvenile
offenders. It should be noted that the Law Director’s office will review misdemeanor offenses.
The Advocate with the prosecutor’s office can work with the victim and the family even if
charges are not filed. Advocacy services will be coordinated with the CAC Advocate so that
services are not duplicated and that the needs of the victim and the family are met.

Generally, the Victim Advocate is primarily responsible for all referrals to medical and mental
health services; will spend time with the child and caregiver while waiting for exams and
interview; makes other identified social service referrals such as for housing, public assistance
and transportation and keeps the family or custodian agent who has responsibility for the child
informed about the process and answers questions. The Victim Advocate will fry to make initial
contact with the family prior to the interview and/or medical exam. They will provide support
during the time the family and child are present at the advocacy center. The Victim Advocate
will contact each family approximately a week after their time at the Scioto CAC and then
continue to work with those families who need ongoing support until it is mutually agreed that
the support of the Victim Advocate is no longer needed or until the transition to the
Victim/Witness Advocate,

The Victim /Witness Advocate is primarily responsible for court support and preparation. The
advocate will attend hearings with or on behalf of the victim/family. If the victim qualifies fora
¢hild protection order (CPO) or anti-stalking order, the appropriate referrals to the Southern Ohio
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Taskforce on Domestic Violence for assistance with filing a CPO will be made. The prosecutor’s
advocate can attend the CPO hearing with the victim and family for support if requested. The
prosecutor’s advocate will provide updates to the victim and family about any upcoming court
hearings and explain the process of each hearing. Both advocates are required by ORC and
VOCA grant compliance to provide information about the Ohio Victims of Crime Compensation
Program, VINE, and crime victims’ rights in general. Further, the advocate with the prosecutor’s
office will also provide services to the victim and family from the time charges are filed and
follow the case throughout the criminal justice system from beginning to end, which includes but
not limited to arraignment, PT, motion hearings, trial, sentencing, to appeal. At the appropriate
time, if the victim needs registered with the OVS, the advocate will provide the information and
provide assistance with registering. Services will be provided until the family terminates services
or the victim/family no longer needs advocacy services. It should be noted that victims of
misdemeanor offenses that are filed via the Law Director’s Office will be provided advocacy via
the Portsmouth Municipal Court Advocate,

Case Review
The purpose of a multidisciplinary case review team is to provide a forum for the members of the
team to work collaboratively to promote a thorough understanding of case issues and ensure the
most effective system response possible. The multidisciplinary case review team coordinates
intervention so as to reduce potential trauma to children and families while preserving and
respecting the rights and obligations of each agency to pursue their respective mandates. The
poals are:

s To work together to ensure a comprehensive multi-disciplinary approach to the

investigation, prosecution and follow-up treatment in child abuse cases.

e To recommend, while guiding, the coordination of services to the victim and family in a
way that minimizes trauma and promotes recovery.
To promote successful criminal prosecution.
To promote child safety.
To identify system issues that need to be addressed.
To support team members in their difficult and challenging roles.

The core Multidisciplinary Team in Scioto County is made up of representatives from:
Scioto County Sheriff’s Office

Portsmouth Police Department

Scioto County Job and Family Services, Children’s Services

Scioto County Prosecutor’s Office

Children’s Advocacy Center of Scioto County

Community Action Organization of Scicto County, Inc.

John F DiTraglia, MD, Pediaftrics

The Garden Family Advocacy Center

And, on a case-by-case basis, the team may be expanded to include other relevant
professionals

Case resolution and prosecution decisions can occur at any point in the investigation process but
typically decision-making occurs at Case Review meetings which allows for input from the
entire MDT. While the team believes that MDT consensus provides the best action plan for
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cases, team members agree that law enforcement and the Prosecutor’s Office have ultimate
responsibility for all criminal charging, indictment, and prosecution decisions. Children Services
is primarily responsible for child safety, substantiation of abuse, and custodial decisions. The
guiding principle is that ongoing collaboration and open communication between team members
and between disciplines promotes good decisions and provides best practice interventions for
children and families.

The Scioto County Case Review Team will meet monthly in the Community Action
Organization of Scioto County, Inc. conference room located on the 3 floor of the main
administrative office, for approximately one hour. CAC is responsible for formulating the
meeting agenda concerning cases that are in the investigative stage which can be cases seen at
CAC or referred to by other MDT agencies. Typically, cases that are discussed shall be cases
where a child gave some history, had medical findings or the team has other reasons to believe
that some form of abuse may have happened to the child. Children Services will provide case
introductions and then MDT members will participate in discussions about child, familial and
investigative needs. Cases will be brought back to case review at least every 6 months for
updates and input from the team as the case moves through the system. Agendas will be emailed
to all team members prior to the meeting. All attendees are required to sign the “Confidentiality
Statement” at each meeting. Each team member agency agrees that information shared at the
Multidisciplinary Team Case Review meetings is confidential and hereby deemed necessary to
the fulfillment of the role of each party and shall not be d:sclosed to the public. Issues related to
cultural competency are routinely discussed.

CAC Sciota’s Victim Advocate will confer with the Child Abuse Specialist and document case
status and provide follow up for all cases discussed. Furthermore, the Victim Advocate will input
all Case Review data into the NCAtrak system.

Case Tracking

The CAC Scioto tracks cases referred for interviews, medical exams, counseling and victim
advocacy services. Case information is entered into the NCAtrak Database by CAC staff. This
information, provided by the MDT, includes identifying information about the child, family,
perpetrator, type of abuse, relationship of the perpetrator to the child victim, team members
involved in the case, ete.

The majority of case tracking data is captured at the point of referral, at the point of the child and
family interview, and at Case Review meetings. CAC is ultimately responsible for all case
tracking including data entry. However, other team members shall have access to the data of
cases that they are assigned to and shall also be able to enter information into the system for
those cases. The level of access to the system is deterinined by the person’s role and is controlled
by the Director as the system administrator.

Case tracking information is used to generate statistical reports for annual reporting, program
evaluation and quality assurance purposes and to meet funder requirements. It aids in
cooperation among participating agencies, in monitoring individual case outcomes and in
identifying and documenting demographic changes and trends as they relate to child sexual
abuse.
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Staff Briefings
CAC staff will conduct weekly staff briefings to discuss schedules. If staff are unable to attend,
they will update their Outlook calendar so other staff can access their schedule.

Cultural Competency

Cultural competency is defined as the capacity to function in more than one culture, requiring the
ability to appreciate, understand and interact with members of diverse populations within the
local community. The MDT promotes policies, practices and procedures that are culturally
competent. Concerns regarding service delivery to children and families from diverse
populations are regularly discussed at Multidisciplinary Case Review Team Meetings, during pre
and post interview team meetings and at peer review, In addition, Multidisciplinary Team
member’s respective organizations and agencies all have policies related to the provision of
culturally competent service delivery and encourage (and in some instances mandate) employee
participation in cultural diversity training and workshops. In addition, the MDT provides
opportunities for team members to receive ongoing training and provides resources on cross-
cultural issues.

Provisions are made for non-English speaking children and families throughout the investigation
process, medical exam, and follow-up services provided at the CAC.

Confidentiality

Multidisciplinary team members, within the limits allowed by law and the rules and reguiations
of their respective agencies agree to maintain the confidentiality of records and information
gathered on all cases investigated through the MDT, For the purposes of facilitating
communication between the members of the multidisciplinary team agencies/organizations to
which clients of the MDT are referred for services, MDT will request that clients and/or their
legal guardians sign appropriate consent forms. Individual case files and any information
obtained by the CAC are designated confidential and can only be released if there is a signed
consent form or a court order.
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Hbopted April 9, 2026

COMMISSIONERS

Subjett o oHE MATFER OFRESOLUTION

Scottie Powell AUTHORIZING THE SCIOTQ COUNTY
Merit Smith BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS CHAIRMAN
TO EXECUTE THE SCIOTO COUNTY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING TO
ADDRESS CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
Clerk RE: JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES

Amanda Howard

Steven W. Mault

Tt was moved by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Mault that the following resolution,
be adopted.

RESOLUTION

Whereas, throughout the state of Ohio, each Publie Children Services Agency
provides the services of screening referrals of suspected child abuse, neglect, and/or
dependency, investigating and assessing accepted reports of suspected child abuse, neglect,
and/or dependency; and providing services that ameliorate, eliminate, or reduce futare child
maltreatment and the conditions which led to abuse, neglect, or dependency; and

Whereas, Ohio law requires that each Public Children Services Agency and key
community partners enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to address child
abuse and neglect as required by section 2151.4220, 2151.4221, 2151.4222, 2151.4223,
2151.4225,2151.4226,2151.4228,2151.4229,2151.4230,2151.4231,2151.4232,
2151.4233 and 2151.4234 of the Ohio Revised Code and rule 5180:3-1-26 of the Ohio
Administrative Code: and

Whereas, the MOU delineates the roles and responsibilities for referring, reporting,
investigating, and prosecuting child abuse and neglect cases; and

Whereas, the two primary goals of the MOU are to eliminate all unnecessary
interviews of children who are the subject of reports of child abuse or neglect, and when
feasible, conducting only one interview of a child who is the subject of a report of child
abuse or neglect; and

Whereas, the MOU represents another step toward improving services provided
through Scioto County Children Services agency; and

Whereas, the MOU between the Public Children Services Agency and the key
community partners must be renewed every two (2) years; and

Whereas, all community partners have reviewed and agreed to the protocols
established within the MQOU; and

Whereas, upon approval by the Scioto County Board of Commissioners, the MOU
will be submitted to the Ohio Department of Children and Youth for final review and
implementation; and

Whereas, the MOU must be posted on the Scioto County, Ohio official website and
the Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services official website.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SCIOTO COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:

Section 1: That the Scioto County Memuorandum of Understanding to Address Child Abuse
and Neglect is hereby approved.

Section 2: That the Scioto County Board of Commissioners’ Chaijrman is hereby authorized
to execute the Scioto County Memorandum of Understanding to Address Child Abuse and
Neglect on behalf of the Scioto County Board of Commissioners.
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Section 3: Thatupon approval, the agreement shall be submitted to the Chio Department of
Children and Youth by the Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services for final
review and implementation.
Section 4: That the Scioto County Memorandum of Understanding to Address Child Abuse
and Neglect shall be posted on the official website of Scioto County, Ohio and the Scioto
County Department of Job and Family Services.

As to such action, each member voted as follows:

Mr. Smith “aye” Mr. Mault “aye™ Mr. Powell “aye”

CERTIFICATION
I, Amanda Howard, the duly appointed and acting Clerk of the Board of County

Commissioners, Scioto County, Ohio, do hereby certify that the above is a true and correct
copy of a resolution adopted on April 9, 2026, Commissioners’ Journal 97 & Page 345.

by Qmandcﬁﬂm,md

Amanda Howard, Clerk




